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 A Love-Adventure from the Cold War. 

Directed by Marc R. Wilkins

 

If you want to be free, 

you have to fight. If 

you want to love, you 

have to trust. 

PITCH BOOK FOR A FEATURE 
FILM IN DEVELOPMENT, 

A FREISTIL FILM KG PRODUCTION
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1982.  

Jette and Paul, wild and passionate, yet surrounded by a wall in the GDR. Francois from Paris, a free rebel and lonely son, born into 
wealth. Neither of them knew what was missing, until their paths crossed and love became a battle. A suspenseful triangle of three 
lovers, caught in the crossfire of the Cold War.
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ROSTOCK PARIS INFO 

ca.100 minutes 
German with occasional French  
2015 
Paris and the European Baltic Sea coast 
ca. Euro 2,5 Mil. !
Freistil Film KG 
Grit Bümann and Daniel Krüger 
Marc Raymond Wilkins 
Christoph Spittler

Running time 
Language 

Production 
Locations 

Budget  !
Producer 

Producers 
Director 

Script

A Love-Adventure from the Cold War. 
Black & White. 16mm-Blow-Up. Electronic Score. 
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ROSTOCK PARIS SYNOPSIS

Rostock, GDR, 1982: The lovers Jette and Paul, befriend Francois (24), a Parisian champagne socialist and temporary visitor 
to Rostock.  An exciting ménage à trois unfolds between the dunes of the Baltic sea and the darkness of the only music club 
of the communist town.  !
Jette wild and curious, but deeply in love with the young marine engineer Paul. Paul fascinated by Francois playful confidence. 
Francois is smitten by Jette’s performances as the singer of a local half-legal punk-band.  !
In a moment of drunken euphoria, the three friends plot to escape to the West: Jette will marry Francois on paper.  The couple 
will flee to Paris.  Paul will use an upcoming communist exchange visit to Paris to break away from his delegation.   
To our surprise the marriage is a success.  Jette is allowed to leave the GDR and travels with Francois to Paris, leaving Paul 
behind. !
Cut to: Paris, 1982. !
Things don’t work out as Jette imagined: The Stasi has pressured her to spy on the French Government. She’s forced to start an affair 
with a powerful diplomat, but not any diplomat…  Francois’ father, Henri. !
Oblivious to Jette’s affair with his father, Francois falls more in love with Jette. Yet after Jette dismisses Francois’ passionate advances, 
Francois breaks off his relationship with her. In a moment of misplaced jealousy, he sabotages Paul’s expected visit to Paris.  !
Paul finds out that he might never see Jette again. But his feelings for her make him unstoppable.  Out of the engine of his little motorbike, 
he creates a simple “aqua scooter”,  that will enable him to escape from the GDR by crossing the Baltic Sea underwater. !
As the heavy autumn winds are already treating the surface of the sea violently, Paul’s escape turns into a breathtaking tour de force. He is 
hiding from the coast guards under the waves, seconds away from drowning. !
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ROSTOCK PARIS SYNOPSIS

Jette is devastated as she finds out that Paul can not come to Paris, but has no knowledge of his plan to cross the Baltic 
Sea.  She steals Francois Porsche and returns to the GDR – while Paul simultaneously escapes to the West.  !
Paul’s escape to Denmark is successful – as a refugee from East Germany, especially one with relevant navy intelligence, the 
GDR is now chasing him, and the German Federal Intelligence Service is courting him. But Paul only wants one thing: to unite 
with Jette.  He boards a train to Paris.  !
Upon her return to the GDR, Jette is arrested immediately; to be used as bait in the pursuit of Paul.  !
Finally, the journey ends in a heart-stopping showdown in the streets of Paris, between the three lovers and the Stasi.



 

 

CHARACTERS

ROSTOCK  

PARIS 
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Jette, 20, smokes, sings, and was born the daughter of her Catholic parents in Rostock. She is beautifully seductive, 
unreliable, stubborn, and quick-witted. She lives on impulse and can’t be pinned down. Ever. Only by Paul, whom she 
is committed to. “Forever”. We recognize Jette in her songs. Every song she sings shows a different Jette: 
sometimes she shouts them, sometimes she screams, filled with anger and impatience. And then the next song is a 
tender Chanson, floating, soft, seductive, while her forehead is still wet from perspiration, having completely 
exhausted herself during the previous song. Jette never turns back, is always heading forward. So much so that 
sometimes she forgets to recognize the present.  

ROSTOCK PARIS CHARACTERS 

  

JETTE 
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ROSTOCK PARIS CHARACTERS 

  

PAUL 

Paul is 25 years old, grew up at the Baltic Sea. His parents passed away in a car crash, soon after he was born.  
Paul is what one would call a “prodigy”. His talent and passion for engineering sometimes has an almost autistic 
tendency. Equally attached to the ocean, he went on to study nautical sciences and is now working as an engineer at 
the “Neptunwerft” dockyard. He designs and tests ship and torpedo engines with a passion that has earned him the 
respect and admiration of his superiors. But Paul is more than just a nerd. He is an anarchist at heart. Wears his cool, 
old leather jacket at all times and will take what he needs. Paul isn’t afraid of the authorities. He seems trustworthy to 
his mentors within the communist party, the police officers, the state, and Paul is using this trust to his own 
advantage.
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FRANCOIS 

Francois is 24, born in Paris, wealthy background. His father is a high-ranking official in the ministry of finance; his 
mother oversees a chain of upscale beauty salons.  
Francois grew up with nanas, maids, chauffeurs, and personal chefs. He barely knows his parents. He loves his 
mother and despises his father: because he is so similar to him. Francois is generally very good at “despising”. His 
mysterious aloofness makes him attractive.   
He barely takes off his black sunglasses, is a chain-smoker of Gitanes cigarettes. There isn’t a drug he hasn’t tried, a 
girl that hasn’t ended up in his bed. Francois has his addictions. !
Francois is caught in his own family drama. The stubborn power play with his father has shaped him in such a way 
that it seems impossible for him to break free. His “pure” feelings for Paul and Jette, as sudden and surprising as 
they are, also make Francois feel insecure. He doesn’t want to believe in love… until he meets Jette. 
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DIRECTOR MARC R. WILKINS 

Born in 1976 in Switzerland, Marc holds a Swiss-British citizenship. At the age of five, he moved with his family to the Island 
of Crete. This is where he started to enjoy storytelling by recording audio-plays with his dusty battery powered tape-
recorder. 
At 16, during a student exchange in New Zealand, he shot his first short film on Super 8: BREAKING OUT. It premiered 
during a youth film festival in Germany.  Finishing school early, he taught himself the craft of filmmaking “on location”, 
working in different departments in over ten feature film projects all across Europe. 
In 1997 he founded KINOHERZ, a board of young directors aiming at creating short movies. He produced the short film 
NASS and the international award winning short LEROY CLEANS UP. The second short he directed, TAKSI MUNICH, 
won BEST SHORT COMEDY at the WorldFest Filmfestival in Houston/USA and the GOLDEN HOPE AUDIENCE AWARD 
in Munich. 
When he was just 23, the directors' group YOUNG GUNS recognized Marc as an emerging talent for commercials. In 
the same year he won his first Golden Lion for the commercial GAME OVER for 'Doctors without boarders' in 
Cannes. 
His New York based short film, HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA, premiered in 2013. It was an official selection of many 
festivals around the globe and awarded with jury- and audience-prizes. 
While directing over 100 commercials and music videos, Marc has shot in every continent for clients like BMW, 
MERCEDES-BENZ, T-MOBILE, NIVEA and SONY ERICSSON. 
A European who winks to America, he calls his approach to filming anti-intellectual, and his relation to life naïve 
with a purpose. 
Marc currently resides in New York, but is constantly shooting all around the globe.



AWARDS (Selection) 
2013 PRIX SPECIAL DU JURY at the Le Nuits Meds France for HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA (short) 
2013 PREMIERE at the Clermont-Ferrand Festival for HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA (short) 
2012 EPICA D’ORE for THE BUS (tvc) 
2012 GOLD, EUROBEST for THE BUS (tvc) 
2013 BRONZE, Best Director, LONDON INTERNATIONAL for THE BUS (tvc) 
2010 GOLD for ANGEL FRANKY at the EDIs in Switzerland (tvc) 
2010 Shortlist in CANNES for ANGEL FRANKY (tvc) 
2007 GOLDEN AWARD OF MONTREUX for TRANSPARENT CITY (tvc) 
2003 GOLD LION in Cannes, for the film for Mèdecines Sans Frontières, GAME OVER 
2003 Shortlist in CANNES for Riccardo Cartillone, HAND FOOT 
2001 Gold "Best Foreign Comedy Short", Houston/USA for The short film TAKSI MUNICH 
2000 Silver at the "Golden Hope" awards for the short film TAKSI MUNICH www.marcwilkins.com
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PRODUCERS FREISTIL

Freistil Film was founded in 2009 in Magdeburg, Saxony-Anhalt, and is focused on the production of fiction and 
documentary feature films for the German and international market. We develop our own material and carry out 
international co-productions for film and television. !

We aim to produce films that tell exciting stories, with fascinating protagonists and an excellent visual quality.  
Freistil Film is comprised of Grit Bümann and Daniel Krüger. !

Freistil Film has successfully produced several short films. ROSTOCK PARIS is our first feature-length film. We are 
conducting this task with great passion for the material and want to use the momentum as creative producers; in 
order to collaborate with the director, Marc R. Wilkins, to bring this story to our cinema-loving audience.  !

We make films with one goal: to captivate our audience. It being a collaborative art form, everyone who works on a 
film production has his or her own goals; may see a different film, however, it is always just about one vision. This 
one film. For us, that is ROSTOCK PARIS. We look forward to collaborating and, together with Marc R. Wilkins, we 
will be the driving engine to bring this story to life. 
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LOVE 
The older I get it seems the more careful I become. With love, but also with life in general. I even get the impression that the rest of the 
world is going through the same thing: the more we know, the less we’re willing to risk. Politically, but also personally our dreams have 
somehow become sober. I do, however, yearn for idealism, imagination, and romance when art, society, and politics are concerned.  
Johann Gottfried Herder said: “The voice of the heart is alone divine and the counsels of reason.” Or, with a little more pathos from 
Antoine de Saint-Exupery: “It is only with the heart that one can see rightly.” 
ROSTOCK PARIS is about brave, crazy, maybe even rash decisions. Decisions that may not be right but are nonetheless reasonable, 
because they were made with the heart. Out of love, jealousy, anger, or loneliness. !
OCEAN 
The fourth protagonist in ROSTOCK PARIS, apart from Jette, Paul, and Francois is the ocean.  
Initially, it is part of a seemingly idyllic coastal landscape, where Jette and Paul make love in the dunes. Then, it is a source of joy and 
exploration, where Jette and Paul spend time with their new friend, Francois. Then, however, the Baltic Sea becomes the wall to be 
conquered, between Paul and Jette. On the other side of the ocean, in the West, the French Atlantic coast around La Rochelle, becomes a 
counterpart. The Atlantic reminds Jette in her love for Paul and becomes her beacon of hope, for a new life that their adventure may lead 
them to. 
The ocean symbolizes the wall between Paul and Jette. “An ocean lies between them”…

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT ROSTOCK PARIS
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT ROSTOCK PARIS
HISTORY // 1982 // GDR Haven’t there been enough films about the GDR? 
I’m fascinated by the recent history of central Europe: a country, a continent, a world is divided into two: East and West. Communism and 
capitalism. Barbed wire fences were being erected, walls built into the skies, minefields laid out, and missiles pointed. Yet either side gave 
home to the same people, the same dreams, the same desires, the same human imperfections. This element of our history appears to 
me like a crazy, unbelievable fable. In a strange way, there is an erotic quality to it: the clashing of opposites, although all we want is unity.  
I have to admit that I find the filmic exploration of this more recent history quite bland and didactic.  
I’ve never seen a really wild, lively film about this time. That is one of the reasons why I want to make ROSTOCK PARIS. A scintillating love 
triangle between East and West, Paris and Rostock, between Porsche and state railway, Baltic Sea and the river Seine, between Jette, 
Paul and Francois.  !
VISUALS 
ROSTOCK PARIS will be shot in black & white. Handheld. 16mm. Raw, Pure. Breathless, no patience for setting up tripods. Emotional, all 
about the essence, no need for lights. The clouds above the ocean are so strong, we need to shoot now, even if it’s a little too dark… 
aesthetically, our film will be poetic, like a documentary. Not rushed or amateurish, but very direct, driven by the protagonists, the feelings 
in every scene.  
Shooting in black & white will allow us to focus on the faces, the shapes, the light, the texture of every location. Giving up color means for 
me: distillation of what’s essential. The black & white will also help us to narrate the early 80s, with a relatively small budget.
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CONTACT FREISTIL
Freistil Film KG 
Daniel Krüger  
Leibnizstr. 34 
D-39104 Magdeburg  
Tel.    +49-391-5598470 
Fax.   +49-391-5598691 
Mail dk@freistilfilm.de  
Web www.freistilfilm.de 
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http://www.freistilfilm.de
http://www.freistilfilm.de

